West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy 5 A

1 My child's high school is a caring place
that fosters kindness, respect and
community service.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

£3Z Teachers understand, appreciate and

respect students' diversity of thought,

tearning styles, and abilities.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{12 WW-P faculty members are lifelong
learners who implement new ideas, know
current research, and work toward
continuous professional growth.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{34 Respect for people's differences is
fostered at my child's school.
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€15 My child is excited about learning.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{36 My child's school holds high
expectations for every learner.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

£27 The high school's climate and culture
create a positive learning environment.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

18 Faculty and administrators are very
responsive to my questions, concerns,
and/or constructive criticism.

Answered: 473 Skipped:
Efrongly agree

Agree

Somewhat agres

Disagree

Strongty
disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% BO% 90% 100%

Answor Chiolces Responses
Slrongly agree 13,95%
Agres 40,58%
Samawhat agree 28,33%
Disagree 12.47%

4.65%

Strongly disagree
Total

8/44

66

182

134

5%

22

473



West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

% Communication from the high school
administration is excellent.
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116 Communication from the
superintendent is excellent.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

211 Communication from my child's

teachers is excellent.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

C¥iZ Special education and support services
meet my expectations.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

113 The quality of food services meets my
expectations.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

414 Health and nursing services meet my
expectations.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

2315 | have confidence in the Board of
Education.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

185 Counseling and guidance services
serve my child well.
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117 My child is generally content and
enjoys high school.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

€14 The high school is a safe, orderly and
secure place for learning.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy
118 I am confident that my child is
receiving an exceilent education.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

220 Exploration of ideas, creativity, love of
learning, and intellectual curiosity are
highly valued.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

124 All high school students have
opportunities to participate in meaningful
co-curricular activities.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

(322 Students are taught and experience the
value of community service.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

@323 High school students have easy access
to technology to support their learning.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

(24 My child experiences high levels of
stress due to academic pressures.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

€123 My child experiences high levels of

stress due to multiple commitments and too
many responsibilities.
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‘West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{125 My child's homework is reasonable and

appropriate overall.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School Distriet: High School Parent Surevy

327 My child has at least one frusted adult
at school in whom he/she can confide or
from whom he/she would seek assistance if
in a difficult situation.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{328 Guidance counselors engourage
students to take the most challenging and
appropriate coursework.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

£3729 Faculty members encourage students
to take the most challenging
courses/classes possible.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{233 Students in need of additional support
are identified, well served, and closely
monitored.
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West Windsor - Plainsbore Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{331 The academic program is preparing my
child for success in the 21st century global
society.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

(122 Critical thinking and creativity should
be emphasized more than preparation for
standardized testis,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

G133 | am proud that my child attends high

school in WW-P, ,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{434 The academic program is current, rich
in options and opportunities, and rigorous.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{333 Teachers provide the support
necessary for student academic success. (
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{336 Faculty members are consistent in

holding high expectations for all learners,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

(137 WW-P provides an excellent fransition
experience for students from 8th to 9th
grade.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{138 Students receive the necessary
information and guidance for a thorough
college application and admissions
process.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

{339 Families receive the necessary
information and guidance for a thorough
college application and admissions
process.,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

Q44 Students are well prepared for post-
secondary studies or work.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

41 Social and emotional skill development
is emphasized.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

142 The three best things about my child's
high school are: ( Please do not include
names.)
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

343 Three things which need to be
Improved upon are: (please do not include
names.)
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

244 If | were setting the district’s strategic
goals for the next three to five years, |
would set goals which focus on:
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy
=

344 If | were setting the district's strategic
goals for the next three to five years, |
would set goals which focus on:

Answered: 314 Skipped 165

Responses

unlimited optiar ii in $ame area, in same yaar, hat can fit advance sludenls and play music students keep 4 years ptay
in high scheol,

1. bring aplion i back . 2. Let kids choose what they want 1o learn, 3. Let students, parents put some input for teacher
evaltation .

Premoting parent interaction with staff and facully—we alf want the bast for owr children and we are not adversaries so
why nol institule parent-teacher conferences for all kids and informal get-logethers with adminisirators,

If 'd done this survey a few years ago my ralings would'va been MUCH higher. Things are going downhitl, sadly, and
I'm glad my kids will not be In the district much longer. Here are my suggestions far goals: 1. Replace the teachers
who have been leaving with EXPERIENCED teachers who teach creatively and foster a love of learning; (Pve heard
from teachers that they no longer feel appreciated or valued... that needs to be remedied.) 2. lgnore commen core
standards - our old standards were higher! 3. Include parents in decision-making {for REAL, not just for show), District
administration treats the weli-educated parenis in this district as if thay were idiots. It's NOT ok.

Fostering creaivity, celebraling diversily, supporting families apgroach to college admissions

Maintain the high academic accomplishments on par with the district history, while nurtare students fo become
motivated self-learners.

1. stop spending on administration management 2. stop spending on consultants 3. funds focused on siudent suppart
and needs

* Allow e fop 10% sludents complete freedom in terms of cholce of courses (whether in school or through oplion 2)
10 soar as kigh as they want to and make our country proud, while ensuring that the rest of the students contiaue to
have adequate suppert and choice to rise to thair fevel of competence and interest. * Get away from our culture of
academic mediocrity such thal we recognize and celebrate academic excellence just as we recognize and celebrale
sporling excellence. * Ensure effective 360 degree feedback system where all sfudents and thelr parents get feedbaclc
from leachers ai least once every marking period andg also such that all teachers get feedback from students and
parenis once every marking period. The geaf should be to help faster improvements more effeclively through timely
and comprehensive feedbactk through an established systam.

1) cut administrative staff, reduce bureaucracy. 2) build and expand student counseling leam, 3) eeinstale academic
figor and high standard, especizlly in critical reading8writing and STEM. 4) create more programs of differant levels,
creale more oppostunities for every student to develep hisflier poteniials, instead of cookle cutling, nurture a healihy
competition environment. 5) treat Bio, Chem & Physics as three courses in Optlon 2 program

providing more options and flexibility to the studenis who are fruly motivated and have the capacity to shaflenge
themselves. Limiling AP eourses , number of option §'s, etc are a disservice lo the motivaled students,

improve qulity of educalion, Enhance communication with parants and students, Provide more services/programs for
sludentis,not simply cut programs.

Trainings o the sensilivity toward diversified groups, Calibration and manitoring of grading criteria, Use of statistical
tools {o analyze teachers’ performancs and share with the parents

Making sludent strong life long learner, goad global citizen with strong chasacter

academic and career goals trailing different career avenues o understand what is of interest bring professionals in to
discuss career and job careers so sludents can better understand what to expect in diff career lypes

Train the kids to limit the compulers and the internet usage, espeslally social media usage. Require more mandatory
sports ime and social volunteer time. Reduce siress by regularly organizing the klds to do some stress reducing
activities like yoga, taichi, or running ete.
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West Windsor - Plainsbore Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

1. Community, cullural, and civic literacy - events, communily ed courses, Parent University, partnaring with local
government agencies, civic groups, etg, 2, Gontinue plan for [mproving curriculum offerings and pathways for mores
strdents to be able to take “accelerated/honorsiadvanced™ courses in @ greater variety of agademic areas other than
STEM courses. This would include of course a greater invesiment in prafessional development.

Too niany admin slalfs, fire ther ard build ¢lassroom in the south

Communicalion, Sociai & emotional skill development

get the kids ready for SAT, ACT and other standardized tesiing required for higher level of education.
Unlimiled advancement opporiunity of gifeted studenis

Re-eslablish and encourage hard-woerking enviranment for bath leachers and students. Prepare sludents for the
compelitive real word. No homework and no exam are wrong.

1) Hire and retain excellent teachers, Lef teacher do their job. - Cut administrative staff, especially cut and replace
some assistant superintendent of cursiculum. Supervisor need to lislen , respect and support teachers, instead of
bessing around interfere with teacher teaching - Build and expand student counseling feam, 2) Let every student
bscome a whole thild, » Focus children as individual learners; provide more resource and choice for sludents. Creale
mare programs of different levels , Unlimited on cption |1, hire more Guidance counselors to guide students fo fake the
most appropriate coursework. + Reinstale academic rigor and high standard, especiatly In cillical reading&writing,
STEM and music, + Create more programs (or club, or activity) of sports and ard of differant levels 3) There were oo
many changes in past two years, slow down and review all changes. 4} Build encugh classroom for HSS

1. STEM + Blended [earning

1 am nol equipped o aaswer. [ have full frust in our adminisiralors and believe they do a wonderul job. | am a
propenent of educating the WHOLE CHILD. We nead to do what we can 1o ease the pressure on our students who
are experiencing $o much slress and anxisty.

Eliminating standardized tesis Eliminaling standardized tests Eliminating standardized tests

Growing STEM exposure, Currently | feel the school district Is heavily biased only towards math development as an
AZE option. Nothing for Biglogy elc. Very few studenis require that rigorous math preparation as opposed to lets say a
bio ragearch project opporiunily that would serve well to so many sludents whao wish {o pursue & medical degree efc...

1. Hire teachers 1o teach in their filzd of study and not put teachers to teach in ditferent subject, students can fell the
difference 2. More focused college counseling.

Most imporianily to me, eliminate or reduce the standardized testing. Once this idiotic parce lesting starts, schoel
pretty much ends. Weeks of no work are the norm despite the fact that many children choose not 1o take these tesis.
Feom April on, learning slows dramatically. These children need to ulilize the entire year for what school is Intended
for....learning. Add in the additional lests and I'm quite frankly surprised the leachers are able to get anything dona,
Must changal

1) Board of Education should only include parents with children studying the schoal district 2} School Administrators
and Faculty need to be taught about multiple cultural differences and not stereotype people and communities based
on what they perceive. Pareris tao need to be taught this. 3) Continue doing the gnad work for students in all fields
including fun events like the Disney trips, Proms, Post Prom and include same fun events for fulure Freshman,
Sophomares ioo.

Creating well rounded, self confident sludents
How to foster student's understanding of priosily.

Setling target for the siudents based on their expectation. Regular counselling ta halp students to achieve the goals
Measure achiavemenis against expeclation every six months and publish

-ways ta relate lo the students from their perspegtives and better understanding of cultural differences - healthier food
choices in lhe cafeleria -real world skills like formal dining etiquette, professional commaunication skifis, laundering and
iraning clothes, basic cooking skills

All round development of sludents; more variely in after school clubs, have morse experienced and updaled feachers at
high schogl

Design cutriculum to provide more fiexibility and remove all restricticns on studenis’ study plan so that studenis can
make up their own study plan according to their various needs. Courses should be schedufed more reascrably so that
students can better utilize their ime In schodl instead of on fraveling far in-between courses. Also remove mandatory
study halls so that students can use the time o take useful courses. Budget should be spent more wisely on lowering
student-leacher ratio and students-counselors ratio, instead of on overhead like hiring more administrators or on
administrators' offices,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

Values

addressing areas for improvement within context of demographicfcultural reakity of Ww-P

improve guidance counselors {unavallable to sludents, do not come in on time or make students feel welcome}
Higher expectations for special ed students Thinking oulside the box Mare lin.for.meti sl.aft' (as{ar és vhat oplions are;)

Batter implementing technology, introducing coltege information from freshman year, getling a befter South football
tearn

facus to create more oplions choeices for students to select

to acknowledge the student who is neilhe.r *gifted” or special needs.

Extra aclivities. .

Studenis need lo be guided and tatked to

College readiness

bétter and héaithy environment less stress

More lab experiments so thal kids learn concapis praclically also and involve parents in districls education planning

Emotional health of students, campetition is overwhalming, basic life skills taught in school, not online including
cocking, personal finance, typing/keyboarding, time management, consider starting high schoo! day later.

Personalily development Glebal awareness and acguaintance with world events

1} Teacher evaluations by Students.......i think siudents ¢an ba impartial and if nothing else you will get some
consistent feedback on certain teachers that over the last {0 years | have heard students say are not really good
teachers but are stiil around, Just like you are creating a competitive student environment , you have %o create a
campatilive teacher environment and for ali you know the ones that need improvement may actually improve based on
feedback from their students who are thelr direct customers ....., in business side some people refer 1o this as
customer net promoler scare. May help with attracting & retzining tatented teachers 2} Reduce long summer vacation
by couple of weeks ard 2dd that to the winter vacation. This enables parents with both college kids and schoot kids to
anjoy ime as a family and also take vacations together, especially those (hat go overseas to see family. 3) Facilities &
Technalogy - ensure school is at the forefront of technology usage end ensure facililies are maintained well

The schoct level musl Increase.

mare Inclusion for kids with dis.abiliﬁes at school

Citizens of the world, Competing with stutents around the world, Making students glebally aware
Less "c;:ure compelency” buzzword sluff

Lagic reésoning. writing skills and presenlation abilily

Trainlng teachers on motivalion and commitment o students More project assignmenl and lab time to students
Science leachers need 1o be more involved in individeal sludents development and {earning Parents need (o involved
by teachers and respond to their request if any. Not assume thal kids are malure and independent o handte I\, Lefs
not forget thal they are si#l in school.

Social and Mental Weliness Implement ways for children {o be more creative and arlislic
Getling rid of faculty that don't care. Just ask lhe students.

A more individualized approach. Take time to understand each studert's background, strengthsiweaknesses, interests
and guide course Seleclion for success (grades, emolional well being, growth).

Self respect of students

Rigorous course work, summer intarnship opportunities, and guldance for external competition in science and maths
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

1. Maintaining 2 well-balanced student body. | have two children in the HS and 1 in the middle school. Evesy yearl
have watched more and more of the kids go to private school when hey gat to HS. Although the "public” reasen the
garents glve Is often "my child would do better in smaller classes®, the "real” reason they give In private sellings is that
the private schools are less cul-throat and have a betler learning atmosphere than our HS. | dida't believe it unti) my
children entered the HS and | saw it for myself. ! have had {o hire tuters for my ehildren to remaln in honors math
because { can't send them to private scheol in the summer to "pre-iake” the classes and | have had teachers {elt me
Lhat they didn't have time to repeat themseives for my child who asked too many questions. With a tutor, he was able
to earn 2 "B", which to me shows that he belonged in the honors elass. However, the teachers have to move at a more
tapid pate bacause of the number of kids who pre-take the class over the summer, 2. Please bring back the "high
seheel” experience for our kids. One doesn't have to be an alhlete to be a part of school spirit. | didn't play a sparl
while in high scheel, but [ remember it being fun 1o go to the football games, to go to the pep rallies, ete, Please bring
that back! 3. Make afl of the class sizes smaller. My son's "req" ¢lasses {not honars or AP} lend lo be smaller (18-22),
but their honors and AP classes are mugh targer. My sons have had 26-28 students in their honors and AP classes. My
taxes are way ta high for the class sizes 1o be {hat big. 4. Make community service hours mandatory for graguation.
We live In a very affiuent community. Many of our children thirk that the world revolves around them. Not alt parents
make thek children do cemmunily service. il would be gaod for ali children to help olhers less fortunale than them
(financlally, intelieciually, developmentaty), and could make them nicer, lass seif-centered people.

Bringing new programs and research apportunities and tweaking the method of teaching 1o Impress kids for learning
with new technologies...

Balance. Reduce studenl stress while offering programs for those who want to to excel and advance.
infraslmcluré of ngh school South; relieving the students of some pressure like in other US s:ﬁuols
Having more available for students in the middte

See abova, .

how to teach Xids to learn and not just provide hard tests lo failldiscourage young minds... Ex: Java teachers need to
cheek the Stariford youlube how 1o leach, Teachers should encourage the new generation and nol diseourage them
from harg lopics, so make it fun..make it interesting....pul some energy in teaching...be active....not just be in class
wait for the day lo be over.

Equality amongst ali sludents by ALL teachers,. New superinterdent, trying to bring students together more, foreign
studers do not socialize well with Amerfcan kids. Bring back midterms and finals.

Creating balance in student's life at schaol to include what goes on outside of the classroom, include more guldoor
aclivilles, less emphasis on hemework and more an building community and encouraging team work and well roundead
young adults. Nol every student coming through the deor is destined for lvy League education and (he kids that are
average in this schaol ara ignored.

slress free, , public speaking,

Balancing academics - Including options for various learning styles (eg lectures vs hands on), create more reasonable
school day schedule, Consldering a year round high schoof program thal alfows betler retention without burn out. Too
many students are overwhelmed and over scheduled with expectations for excellence beyond what will ba necessary
for reat life, There is slrong evidence supporting the benefits of stress retluciion and retentian in year round learning.
This would help all learners and certalnly be feasible af high school level begause child care not an issue. Focusing on
beller scheduling between all in disidel school's is needed as well. Many familles siruggle juggling conferancesiback
1o schoed nights, performances, efc because they can't be at the elernentary school, middle schoolfhigh school at one
fime. It's & common complaint at all age tevels. Create an environment that caters to feaching the whele child for every
child. Set realislic expectations and consislent realistic accountability. Stop catering to numbers and foud pushy
parents, Start teaching and proteclirg the children.

Teachers should provide feedback and grades on homework and tests within a week, Adequale review of the
homework and tesls should be a important goal.

College preparation
College preparation

Improving support for gifted sludents with 1EPs, allowing flexible teaching and less teaching to the lests, better
communicalion with parents

Mot &1 kids learn the same. Teaching outside the box ard feeding the minds of the kids wanting to learn. Sparkntheir
interests and give them the tools lo explore and learn. Teach students that all kids shauld be treated wilh respect and
not to be called a retard. A word that [ find utterly disquleting. 1 say this because it happened to my child, not to his
face but ta otfter that know my child and his name was specificafly mention. At 2 high school so well respected this
shouid not be happening
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

Maintain the academic program offerings, clubs, and sporis opportunifies for the students.. Work on managing the
studenis stress level and competitive environment as no hemework nights were a good staif. Try 1o include more nen -
compelitive activities to help improve school spirit and the growing fack of cultusal diversity in the schoolicommunity.

greater focus on helping the studenis become responsible, open minded global citizens that are geod problem solvers
nol academic rabols oul for their own personal gain

Develaping well-rounded studenis and not only those who focus on asademics; developing a centralized way 1o
cannact work / communily service opportunilies with students; ensuring that seniors with labs have enough ime for
lunch

Further Enproving improving the quality of the inslructors. Siudent to teacher ralio. Post classroom academic and
saciaf support.

conlinuing what we do well

The average student- developing support for success The ever drug/alcohol problem that no one talks about Lhat is
affecling our students- you want to participate in school aclivities- random drug fest should maybe enforce. There is
an epidemic that no one wanis to talk about.

Allernatives to callege, i.e. vocalional skills. Wark study programs. Practical life skifls for all grade levels, i.e doing
faundry, cooking dinner, going grocery shopping, batancing a checkbook, saving for retirement, doing taxes.

Teaching slrong science subjects thru quallfied teachers

Raise bar far special need kids, they can do much betler if they are required and Inspired!

1. Eliminafing PARCC IMMEDIATEL Y 2. Resloring teachers ability fo leach. 3, More emphasis on well rounded
studants and not such an emphasis on acadernics.

Teacher qualifications and experience, Giving more intensive to hard working teacher, Often student wants to drop the
subject because of the bad repulation of a teacher. they dont want lo be in their class. That teacher has to go. No
haomework night .. | dont get It 77 Emergency closing days can be adjusted during summer end inslead of adjusting
the whate year,

Try to streamline the manner In which homework projects and tests are given so that they do rot cause extra siress on
the sludent,

1.Interaclion betwesn student community.. 2.

Bring in teachers who care about the students and are willing to addtass the neads of all students: Eower the ralio of
{eachers and counselors to students; Improve discourse among students, patents, administrators, and teachers.

moare support for [ess achieving kids.,

| saw our high school's ranking is dropping yearly this should be main concem. |t means our schao) stugenls
competing ability is declining compars % olher schools, Ranking is the key to evaluate a scheol, This survey's
questions don't make any sense to me. What do you expest the parents {o say?

There shewld be staff hired focused enly on essay workshops/appropriate college planning decisions - the guidance
office is overburdened. Many of us hire privale college coashes who demystify the process and think crealively. This
waould be & plus. Also, TOO much talk on 215t Cenlury Competency and not encugh action. If yau falk the talk you
have to walk the walk.

ansuring ALL students are receiving adeguate academic support and guidance, no! just 1hose who are at opposile
ends of the specirum,

Altow students to take as many high leve! courses as they can manage by bypassing other enabling courses without
the stupid restriction of only one bypass a year and oniy one bypass per subject area. Cullege is a ot more difficult and
demanding than what owr students are made te sea in high school. My son was a great achiaver in school. College is
phenomenally complex. Get good leachers.

Caraer path interasls idertification

REDO THE SCHOOL!EI!!! .

Teéhnology. assimilation, racognition .

- guality education - workmanshlp - communication building exerclses

Praviding 20th century competencies lo the student while giving them an awareness of sacial responsibilities.,

Rethinking the maintenance 1o bring from outside o inside, or have a mixture to encourage upkeep of the facifities.
Invest in older scheols facilities. Rethink focus on standard testing as a metric,
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

stress understanding of concepls explere student interasts post 8th grade and guide course selection. While this is
happening, it can be more focused

The above plus special ed programs

Better balance with scheol workload Create envirenment for leaming and nof for "testing” or competing just for grades
a5 oppose to leaming quality Set up structure that ensures that studends of color are set up for academic success as
opposed to working them out of the WWP system and send them to alternative schocls

- Expand eleclive courses in the Business field - promote independent thinking and problem salving methods in
EVERY subject and club - Make SAT and ACT prep as an elective or as an after school club

Diversily in subject malerial does exisl, but the value of all subjects is not waighted the same. STEM is important, but
to what ends? All courses could work in tandem; to provide canlext, structure, and generate conneclions among all
subjects so that meaning and value Is retained; STEM is Imporiant now but will that always be trua? The 21st century
needs creative thinkers and innovators, not passive kids frighlened to take any initialive because they are afraid of
getting a bad grade or they'd rather be on thelr phones talking about themselves, as if their {ives are the only thing in
facus far them; Bring back shap, or something -- kids who aran't on the Ivy League STEM path generally have only
"cooking” as the allernative, and if cocking is not their thing, they are left betwixt and between, unable fo visualize
meaninglul alleraalives, or else lhey see themselves as failures (8.g., 't a failure if | become an electrician as
aprased ko a code warrior); find a way to gel rid of leachers who are no lenger motivated to teach; develop new
incentives or ways o evaluale them (| am an educator myself and ('d have o say | am appalled at the stories 1 hear
about HS educaters ~ a tack of basic competency, respect [like leatning a child's name afler 2-3 months]; energy
[e.g., not flicking on videos and then falling asleep during them}; helping students find their voice and help them 1o use
it; figure out ways the stuff they learn actually might mean something in the world

less emphasis on standardizad lests, less pressure on HS students, more janavative and hands an learning

1. Gommunity quireach- ways for students to make a differance in their community {focal and global), Give incentives
(credits or rewards) for more community work (ot fus! for college resume) and have sludenis share their experiences.
2, Have students connect with real life businesses or arganizations for laarming experiences. Students need to know
wiy they are learning! 3. Have more civic leaders visil and talk with students. 4. Life Skills!l IKids need to leamn {nol
only academies) about the real wodd. Cooking, dressing for success, entreprensurlal cpporunities... 5, Address
issues of rape, misogyny, homophobia, binge drinking... through meaningful conversations, in approptiate manners, In
ceriain classes. Guest speakers and student clubs can address these areas as well. Preparing a student for college
requires more than academic rigor; il's about preparing himfher lo be a respansible human being who can make a
positive difference In hisiher world.

| think the superintendent has his pricsities straight, as does our principal. | do think we need buy In frorn leachers.
They are {he one's who actually implement the plan ... 2rd nat all are doing it.

improvement in leaching melhkods and curriculum

Raise the bar for ali, nol lower them. Have different pragrams cater lo different levels. Our standing in NJ is coming
down so much and that has to be addressed, thals the VERY reason many people were drawn 0 our community!

| fael that if there avar was a crisls situalion only about 5% of the faculty would be hercie, To change the standards
{eachers have (o meet, To make an emphasis for every siudent o feel safe and secure. To put an emphasis on
learning, not education; the process not the resylt.

Emotional well being of the child Reducing lhe number of allowable summer courses taken simply 1o push a child
ahead Less slandardized testing

Reward teachers who do an exceflent job of teaching their class and making them excel wo reserting to useless parce
like test preparation. Children need to be belter prapared for college. Help with Sat, mere emphasis on reading writing
and comprehension shid be given. Counseling for the best collage course and fit shig be given in school, Involve
children in more extra curdcular activities. Foster a courleous heftavior almosphere. So students practice courtesy for
their teachers and fellow students and are polite and helpiut instead of being rude and unkind.

Muli-cultural environment

Cullivate a positive leaming envircnment Evaluate the effectiveness of ieachers' teaching Create summer research
and work oppaortunilies sutside of schoot to allow students lo explore their intarest

hire more qualified leachers, remove some of the teachers who are not responsible, not knowledgeable even though
they seem very nice in general

USING A BLOCK SCHEDULING, OFFER MORE FOREIGN LANGUAGE CHOICES & MOST DEFINITELY REDO
THE ELECTIVE QFFERS.,. THERE ARE FAR TOO MANY BUSINESS AND NOT ENOUGH HANDS-ON CHOICES
SUCH AS ENGINEERING, TECHNICAL THEATRE, CULINARY, ETC.
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

Transparency; Review of Teacher adherence 1o Admin and Academic Policy; Earlier identification of student neads
{whether acadernlc or sacial intervention}

Focus on crifical thinking skills, emolicnal inlelligence over memorizing content

- 2016 study program is too rigid which inhibils capable children’s growth, Course selection is good, but too many
restrictian and prerequisite prohibils student to choose them from. - leacher qualification is lacking after the
experienced leachers refirement. - guidance counselor is impatient and attention fowards each student is minimal

developing a skillset that will enatle children to get and keep a [ob regardless of whether or not they go fo college
Making honoers classes less siressful, college prep 2 litfle harder. Bridge the gap

Academic success, Personal growth Social responsibiity by providing a safe and enriching learning environment
customized to sull each student's needs and aspirations

More support for different type of learners Encourage students lo raach their potentiat Build up a strong ties between

the BOE and parents.

1. ARE math was taken away lrom yaunger grades, could we replacefintroduce some IRLA related programs? 2, hire
good teacherstl 3. reduce none leaching staff

Academic excellence, especially stem program

Prepare the students to face the challenges of life with cenfiderce. 1. Increase the academic achlevement of all
students. Prepare all students for the college school board exams. 2. All students should acquire exceltent study
habltsforganizational skilfs. 3. Provide research opportunities inside and oulside of school, 4. Provide opportunities for
leachers lo aitend leclures, workshops and seminars that will help kesp them up 1o date within their respective
disciplines while motivating them to build curriculum around experiential leaming. 5. Provide all cppartunities o
sludents if {he sludents are willing to take any compelitions autside of schools, 6, Improve students' social and
emationa! skills.

Keep No-HW nights. Maintain excellent academic standards. Protest parce testing if possible,
less standardized testing, more necessary life skills

Arls & humanilies! Our family is new to the district & we're still trying o "nd our place here™ amldst the huge facus on
math & science. it seems arts & humanilies are taking a back burner & we strongly belleve there should be more of a
focus on these subjects {at least equal to math & scienca).

Help parenls calm down. Help sludents value learning and finding thelr purpose and to use those skllis they are
learning towards that purpose. Encourage and empower students to ask and try to solve their communities' problems.

Teach student to be effeclive communicators, verbally and in written form. Approach career planning much eartier than
HS.

Working with Parents Accept diversity Let kidls achieve their potential

Continuing 1o find and recruit the best teachers possible; focusing more on experientizl/project-based learning rather
than lest preparation.

Mental healih of the students. Emphasis on parent involvement in a posilive manner - not just for grades/standardized
testing scores.

Diversity in student bady and faculty, more facus on bringing in guest speakers who are in different careaers to motivate
the coltege-baund juniorsiseniors.

Help students with their own lime-management - il's semething adults struggle will: as welf these days. | think our
cullure neads to have a belter werk-life balance and perhaps that starts with school (| know the dislrict is working en
that).

teacher!

High academic standards, prepare kids for college and the real world of competition .
-Athletics Program should be held to same high standards as academics.

Building a more collaboralive cullure among students

Less compelitive atmosphere with more emphasis on the joys of learning in school Field trips which give hands on
experience More classes and aclivilies lo accept and understand cultural diversity

Challenge sludents lo reach their full potential Fine arts pragram to enhance overall experience Train and recrust
qualified teachers and staff
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1) Repalir and enhance the school dislrict's reputation. The adminisiration has distracted itself and the community with
a philosophical discusslun which has resulled in a disservice to the students. The district should survey college
admissions officers and employers on leave of awareness of the school's produst and the parception of quality. 2)
Recruit and keep the best teachers. Those that care and can inspire the kids to try their best. Devalop a feedback loop
belween leachers and graduated sludenls so thal they can stay current and get insight into how they can even belter
prapare siutients. 3), Review the syllabus {a create more choices. Basic computer programming could be moved to
middle school for example. High scheol could have more offerings in logle, cryptology, algesithms, data struclures efc,

update text book

Continuing high standards of excellence, Reducing the impertance of hemework in the grading process ag Jang as the
exams and PSAT, ACT and SAT resulls do not suffer. Increasing the teiloring of riles and programs for special need
studenis.

Striving to be a well rounded individual through community service, sporisfextracusricular to be part of a team/group
environment {sorry but group prejects de not teach this...my kids would end up daing the whole project for the group
10), and not allowing a small majorily of parents 1o set the tane thal GPA is a sludents only identity,

Review the curriculum and make sure that the teachers are actually teaching the subjects and not relying an the self
motivation and high achieving students to teach themselves the subject; continus lo lasler and improve lhe
extracurricular activities for sludents ( esp athletics)

Helping Xids to focus on core subjects eary based on their future goals; Have guldance counselors reach out 1o Sth
graders early to see how they are doing and help them understand what fo expect in the future

rigor more balancad to match schoals naticnally, practical, ollstic learning

1} cut administrative staff, reduce bureaucracy. 2} bulld and expand sludent counseling team. 3) reinstate academic
riges and high standard, especially in erilical reading&wiiting and STEM. 4) create more programs of differant levels,
create more opporiunities for every sludent to develop hisfher poatentials, instead of coskie cutling, nurture a heallhy
campetition ervironment,

Emphasis on developing a love of learning rather than a race to maximize the number of AP courses taken befare
graduation. Courses should emphasize criticat thinking - currently foo many courses are blatant tesi prep.

- Extending critical thinking skills In each individual - Exploring what kind of careers may come up and which may get
obsolete , so that cne can start thinking a2nd preparing for the fukure - Understanding in depth an how the digital world
will impact us Ecologically, Socially, Pollticaly and Economically

Teshaology fos everyone - feel fike the disirict is way behind on this - or maybe my child has missed he introduction -
it should have been {cp down not bottom up, Teaching to the college tesls since thal is the environment that we live in
and our kids cannct compete against other eounties when it comes to this. More emghasis on community service
since ks is required by colleges however phony that request may be.

quality control in hiring new teachers as older teachers retire for a transilion for fulure generations; higher pay &
incentives for faculty members {and don't forget counselors ang administrators) wio get excellent ratings from
studenls; please don't introduce drastic changes, which despite goed intentions, may lead to disastrous resuits.

Grealing schoals where all children feel valied and can make meaningful centribytions,

Improving student cullure while maintaining academic standards {an admiltedly difficull balancing act)
fess homework, personal growlh, different forms of learning not just test scores, mental health issues
Continue on the academic path and renovations to HHSouth

Some teachers are greal, some olhers are not. Raise the caliber of tess-achieving teachers, Other highly-rated schoat
districts prepare students for standardized lesis. WWP should do it. Like it or not, that's an important melsic for college
admlssian.

Teacher parent openness

Vocational lechnical opportunities, Instituting a wood shap ard fife skills program for freshman and sophomores at
least.

Academics Extre curricular activities Communication

Academics and preparing our children for college. That includes homewaork and finals. Coflege has both and excluding
these at the high schaol level is ridiculous. Teach them to manage stress in high school not eliminate it. You're not
helping them by eliminating these from their academic high school career.
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1. A slowar, more relaxed, less campefitive, and less stressful pace of learning, which concentrales on REAL learping,
rather than performance on 'measurable’ esting, abetted by endless homework assignments would be the bes! place
to begin. For this is a combination that resulls in 2 vacuum of true intellectual content. The district should rebel, in
nearly every way, 2gainst most of the eurent trends in public education, which are, to my taste, pretly well utierly
misguided (io put the issue mildly). 2. If it were possible, | would conslruct walls between classroom spaces. For it
would be ditficult lo Invent an atmosphere less conducive {o fearning than that currently in place, given lre incredible
nolse, to which an audience in the current ‘classrooms’ Is subjected 1o, | base my suggastion here on what I've
encountered at back-to-school nighls, But, | suppose the South students will simply have fo five with the folly of the
architect, who desligned that space.

Making sura that teachers ‘teach’ well especially in core academic classes like Math, Science, [RLA... 1 hate that }
eersonally have to find ways 1o supplement the lack of proper foundational teaching.

1.I heard a teacher in Honers brag to us during back to school night something to the effect"your kids are now in the
company of 40% and hava Jeft the 60% behind in college prep”. I beliave this Is 2 viclous thought process and should
not be ceniributing lo any goals 2. Specializing in Stience should be 1eft for perhaps JV year. Sclence should include
physics, chemistry and kiclogy until 10th, to foster a wholesome science platform

Diverse facully members, give priority to studenis mental emotional heaith,

1. Replace the superintandent. Hls performance so far is poor and causa the disagraement In the district to blow up. 2.
Refain geod teachers. 3. Listen to leachers and students, instead of administration and a few parents who have access
to them

Teaching children to respect each oiher, Try to reduce competilion among students

crealivity find the average graded student and understand their viewpoint let parents know thal addilicnat agademic
instruction is frowned upon unless needed - what happened to the days of gelling tutoring because a sludent was
slipping behind. [ heard a radio commerclal the other day for KUMON, the child or it said they've been taking it since
they were 6! Ridisulous. As mere and more non-asian familles move out of this district, more and more mave in, Our
batance Is off, olher culfures don't necessarily want to move here because we are known for our competitiveness. |
love that we have diversity, il helps in alher areas. How will this cycle break?

1} Inculcate discipline and Value System 2} Use of Technology for learning and education and nol for social media 3)
Male the school district Drug Free

Decreasing stress on students that comes from high expectations, rigoraus coursework and not geod enough teaching
in the elassrooms ( il's not always parenis who cause stress) 2. Creating enough epporiunilies for cur high numbers of
students 1o feel included in sports teams rather than excluded 3. Leaning for school disirists who are doing better than
us and sencing studenis to high achleving universities

Great Education
. Quality of the teachers, 2, Academic performance of students. 3. Students' character teaching.

Facus an leadership skills Improving M3 south infraslructure Improving teachers performance thru parent and student
survey

Continued ways lo reduce stress, a schedule thal builds inlo it a time to relax during ihe day for 20 mins., for staff tao,
Kids who [ove music can visit the cholr room, or instrumental room {o unwind, klds who need ta move can go shoot
baskets or run outside, allocated space for those who may want quiet, 1o just sit quielly and have some mindful time
(meditate, listen to soft musie, Jay down on a mal, efe.) There are high schanls who have incorparated this with great
results for students and staff,

Better communication overall More consistency hetween leachers as far as curiculum, homewark and grading
Proper budgeting Stronger emphasis on soclal sclence Sirenger emphasis on critical thinking

Academics Cultural awareness Different athietic oplions

Expand schoal facility Hire younger teachers more diverse sludent body

library/research improvements technology upgrades financial literacy

WW-F Norih is a faclery. It produces well-turned-oul widget-kids wha can perorm on tests and Jump through the
bhoops adulis set jor them. I doesn't fosler originality, crealivily, intellectual risk-taking, or the pursuit of deep and
rigorous knowledge for Its own sake. But of course aur entire educational culture doesn't foster any of those things, so
it may be loo much to hope that a single public high schocl in the suburbs can do much about that. However, it would
be nice to see us lry, with measures such as: pass-fail grading options, a reduction in the number and weighting of in-
class tests, an equal valuing {in credit hours, GPA weight, ele.} of humanities and STEM courses, a guarantee that
students will write & number of long research papers ralher than just test-ready 45-minule in-class essays, and a for-
credil communily-service requirement,

8/15

10/10/2016 8:46 AM

10/110/2016 8:39 AM

10/10/2016 7:40 AM

0/10/2016 7:20 AM

10MG/2016 7:15 AM

10/10/2016 6:41 AM

10/10/2015 6:32 AM

1011072016 12:57 AM

10/8/2016 10:06 PM

10/9/2016 9:58 PM
10/65/2016 8:45 PM

10/9/2016 8:01 PM

10/8/2016 7:57 PM

16912016 7:26 PM
10/9/2016 6:39 PM
10/9/2016 8:29 P!\;‘l
10/9/2016 5:38 PM
10/9/2016 5:21 PM

10/9/2016 3:33 PM



186
187
188
189

180

181

192
193

194

188
188
197

198

199
200

20

202
203

204

205

206
207
208
209

210

West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

Academic exceilence.
self regulation for el feerners technology emolional and secial healih
Making sure the kids are maluring into good humans and not just good siudents.

preparing sludents lo compete effsctively in the real world including the competition to attend a lop college or
university after HS

1} getting rid of comman corefparee tesling. Useless and time consuming 2) Allow studenls to be more creative in a
pusliiive environment 3} More supporiive and transparent BOE 4) More guidance for our students' lutures. The callege
pracess is confusing and stressful. | think the high schoals ase severely lacking in he!ping the students in this regard.
Finatly, there should be assurances thal no more than 2 subject exams are given on the same day. To study for 3 or
more tesls is overwhelming. Cther school districts assign a certaln day of the week for each area of study to give tests
assuring studenis aren'l overwhelmed.

children enjoying ihe learing process, many parenis make their kids jus! focus on learing and teaching to the test so

they can beat out other kids on Sat or ACT scores. s the parents that complete wilh other kids,
Less emphasis on standardized testing.
Emphasis on emotional stabilily

Keep current STEM strangth, in the same lime buitd an enviranment for encouraging in literalure, ar, music and
sports. Increasing commaunication betwean parents and schoal 1o help stidents study in & both physlcal and emotionat
health environment.

Inclusiveness
I agree withDr. Aderhold's concept lo foster developmant of the whole child.
Continued academic excellence and inclusion/diversily

1. Preparing sludents for college prep. 2. [dentifying students talent individualty and encourage in that particular erea.
Kids in general are finding difficulty finding their core competence.

Life skills and team work, susviving past high school,
Too soon lo make that call.

- Fwould make sure that 1 expose my students 16 National and lnternationt leaders in all watks of life - The biggest
mativater for any of us is 1o see and hear from folks who have overcome challenges in their lives and in the process
have become a leader We live In the NY metro area and once Lhe diskict forms a commitiee {could be parent and
student coungil volunteer etc) All kind of leaders from the area can be shorilisted and brought to the disirict lo speak to
tha studenls to motivate and bring sense of direction in there lives, Imagine listening to a physics/plasma leader from
princeton plasma lab, or even an Alumni of WWP who might be al MIT ete giving a speech to students on the value of
hard work, helping ones fellow sludents or other less forlunate in the communily. The list could be peopte from all
walks of Ble. As for funding, | think it can be done thre {undraisers, pia elc but | strongly encourage the district to wark
on this. | think this is the big differentiator between say a school such as ours vs izading public/private schools in the
country. The 2nd thing | weuld focus on is how lo bring joy in my students life who is stressed about grades and peer
pressure. Besldes stress management and other ways, | would also ook al what other schools are deing foward this.
It could be more organized community service or reduced home work elc.

For most of the questions | don't know, there Is ne oplion to reflect that
Eliminating PAARC exams ard focusing on study strategies.

Teachers who are tutoring in the district (saems o be a conflict of interest and promotes less teacher invalvement),
high perfarming students who are not in the very lop % of their class, cullural differences in [2arning and related well
being.

Focus on all levels of [earning, ciiment focus is on the top and bottormn 2%. The middle just have to leam to sink or
swim, The focus is highly bock academic and in paricular math and science offerings are strang but Tiberal ants are
not as diverse

developing well rounded peaple

More well rounded education, less imporiance 1o standardized tesling.

Continuing ecademic excellence, Valuing the arts.

improve educalion guality and provide psychalegical counseling service to students.

Changing administrators and teachers that are not supporting students, but rather caving to parenial pressure,
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Communication

Balance - look to reduce Intensity of electives, greater focus on sporis to promote healthy lifestyles, shoten classes to
permit studeats more {lexibilily to iry new things

Learning Is lifelong processs. Our goals are create posilive learning experiences and more frendly envirenments for
our students.

1) Improved communication with the communily 2) Maintaining student achievement 3) Bringing more consistency

between school buildings and classrooms

Mare infrastructure support at schools More Technology Recruit and train Teachers well

Gn a basic leve! - il's deplorable that the rest rooms al HSS are broken, and develd of soap and waler, Ona syslemic
leve!, there is an complele imbalance between excellent teachers and many whe truly do not cara, should have retired
lorrg agw and do not have a love for teaching. The bad ones should be weeded out because they do damage to kids'
sqlf estaem and their overatl feelings about schoal, The ars should have more support and resources — kids shouldn't
have Lo struggle to get all required classes in their day because they play an Instrument or sign in the choir - athleles
dan't face the same problem and il's not falr.

Facus more on how to help more studeats getling into top colleges.

Maintain our high level of excellence and standings. Expand the Ghrome Book Program, Make sure that
communication goes both ways. We raceive aJot of iaformatlon from the schoolsfdistrict and, when they want
infermation, we are given the opportunily to give feedback, like with this survey, bul when the parents want
infoermation cr o give input outside of the prescribed parameters decided by the schoclsidistricts information and
discussions are often not forthcoming

keeping academic standards high assist sludents In how they can make a difference In the world

Have some compasslon - help students excel, don't let them take shorteuts, and stop holding them back. Se many
WWP parents are GLOBAL LEADERS in their various professions. WWE studenls see hls at home, and want to be
glabal leaders themselves, but WWP policies hold kids back, because of the warped & complacent expectations of
our 8" caliber administrators. This Is ingredibly stressful to students.

Teachers who lruly WANT to leach and those that are not fully qualified need to leave, More preparation for aur
studends for college. Sludents nead to work more in the communily via volunteer opportunities, There is nof enough
outreach o the community & vice versa, Courses based on how to deal with todays issues. (everyday Math, everyday
English). Focusing an some ¢f ihe basic needs to help students with being on their own, managing skills needed in
college.

1. Students siress levels and emational heallh ex/f strongly suggest having inspirational speakers come ance a menih
or twice a year and speak aboul emotional health, how to deal with it and people who can support hard times.

Class slze 1:1 device for all students

grammar, wriiiﬁg, gelting back i the top ranked NJ high schools with academics and sports

The who]e.child and not just the academic one. Grading should reflect the whole child,

quality of education at alt levels

More praétically oriented curricelﬁm Facus on identifying skills énd programs an develaping this skill

Empowering students to hold teachers ascountable. Defining which courses explicilly prepase students for various SAT
subject tests,

Crltical hinking, Focus on STEM education, leach values and emphasize mare on life long fearning (not grade so
much)

College counseling Recognition of the shift in demegraphics in our communities Better non-college track options
Confinued academics Heailhter [unches al betler houss
Teaching techniques & fun in learning, not just prepping for standardized tests.

Supporting the average student which gets a bit lost in the student body when there are so many excellent students in
school

215t century skills, more physics teachers that actually teach

Teacher preparation, consistency in communicaticn belween teachers and parents, consistency in grading policles
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Higher academic achievements, creale more class opporiunity for students with exceptional capabilily in cerlain area
such as maths starting from grade-4, at [east do not cut programs as the superiniendent and card of educetion have
done which is lersible.

Cemmurication , make evary child fes! accepled & stop focusing so much on standardized test and aclually teach the
kids

1. improving the ability of the district to be respensive to students at all learning levets 2nd abilifies 2. Improving
guidance in general and in paricular for students who are in the middle of the beil curve. 3. Limifing the stzess of the
few thal is projected onto the many. The pressure for students to enter the vy League becomes every ones worry not
only those students. This allows a culture of siress and doomsday thinking fwhat if 1 don't getinlo x school) that
parvades lhe entire student body.

Rerlace AP courses with honors More stress on reading rd mandalory priects based off it 3 years of Computer
programming a graduation requirement

How 1o best serve new, not merely "next” but iruly different, generation of eager leamers and tompassionata cifizans.
Competition is ne longer the name of the game, When wa allow, they show as the way. If only we'd listen

1. Reducing stress in the classroom by leveling the playing field. 2. Focus on all aspects of the child, not just
academics,

Maling more high schools to accommodalte the growing populalion. Trying to advance kids with IEPs so they do aot
ste the school district for giscrimination. Make more truly average college bound courses thai prepare students for
college. Consider making a fully AP high school,

Faster the devieopment of the whole child not just Math/Sclence Ensure ALL students are prepared fer successiul
oulcomes when they leave school and that there are adequate course offerings far students drawn 1o the arts,
humanities and social sciences Pravige meaningful oppartunities for all students to participata in the school
community, be student leaders and athletes by making clubs and aclivilies more welcoming and accessible Adopt and
becoma a model dislrict for MTSS to support every leamner and prerilize Improving the schodl and sodial experlence
and wellbelng and outcomes for students in the md/ddlautism classes Work with parents and school staff to create an
authentically welcoming school climate and community-currently the district Is very scewed to serve kids in honars
classes on an ivy league track- balance focus toward nuluring, guidinng and empowering the olhers as well Ensure
that every teacher is skilled at Universal Deslgn and understands thelr job is lo teach ALL studenis WELL Consider
the number of administrative gositions and if is feasible 1o reduce the number and re-allocate funding to exgand
programs for the students who are not in the lop 3 percent Support Dr, Aderthold in crealing & more equitable, child-
cenered learning community that meets the needs of every child.

Stop catering fhe school district to geniuses, who take 56 AP classes and start implementing some common sense.
Schools should produce well eoundsd student, nat robots,

Quality control amongst leachers that teach the same course; all sludents should have a simillar tearning experience &
guality of teaching.

Sporis

Better communication Superintendent listening to the parents Speclal ed services review

Excellent curriculum for every children from & to 12

F;romoting a healthier atmosphere in the séhools. Helping students place lass stress on grades, and more an leaming.

Continued focus on achieving academic suctess while reducing Unnecessary stress. Opportunilies For social
involverent

This schoo! district conlains very talenled teachers and students so the education board should strive lo make 1he best
sehools in the nation.

widening the content area taught in hs with more emphasis on libera! ans add qualitative assessment scaffold skills
throughout the grade spectrum (e.g., teamwari skills are currently addressed last at 3rd grade!)

Qualiffied passionate teachers Individual goal selting Soma preparation for standardized tests APISAT relatad not stale
mandated tests Get rid of PARC. Questions require multiple learming competendies. Results inconclusive Software
does not support lest laking

creativity guidance counsellors preblem solving

1) Brining back programs and acceleraled classes that help high achieving students, 2) Get rid of all the high-pald
redundant administrators and pul that money into school programs
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1. Giving as much emphasis to clher exlra curricular aclivities (including community service as well as competitive
non-sporis events) as are now given to spoits. 2. Making computer science a requirement for graduation 3, lachiding
more global history and/or geagraphy courses to replace the requirement of 2 American history courses.

Almosphere

1-learn how to properly manage students that are serious athletes. Students at Wwp are penalized for pursuing college
requirement in athletics while participaling in sehool sports. This is why your alhletic department is failing. You are
discouraging athletes from participanting in multiple sporls and your programs are suffering,

Birecling parents lo communications about whal's going on with the Board of Education. Wefl  believe that everything
is available and {ransparent enough, clearly not enough peaple know where to go fo find infarmation.

see #43
Continue to focus on all round development of children

Students should not jusi strive for attaining a position in Honors and AP classes, but genuinely should see 1o it that
they are learning and geining from experiences in these subjects and enjoying thelr high school years.

Academics

nol sure

Conlent rigor, undersianding of ideas, excellent teachers

The overall development the child whera ezch child Is given an aqual opporunity to groom and devetop.
Caréer oouﬁsélling and guid.ance. aclive clubs, healihier food choices.

follaw/update BOE policies and regutations, encourage communicalionsifaedback betwaen parents/students and
facitity/administrators, encourage professional development of math supervisor and leachers who do nct meat
slandards of Instructional quality, update gradiag policy of high schost math honor courses based an leedback of
sludents/parents and teachers

Do not lower the standards

1. Goal to preprare 100 percent of kids to ccltege 2, Global thinking in young minds which puts them o compete
globatly 3. Public speaking. Group discussions te increase verbal communicalior: and prepare kids for life

Critical thinking skills. Technology skills that relate to industries. Social skills and emational siability to ensure the help
the world be a better place.

1. Concenlrate an betler transition from middle to high school, 2. Bridge the gap belween the district's high
expectations and what is aclually taught in classes, 3.Bridge the gap between whal's is actually laught in class and
whatis given in fests whether in schaol or for option 2. 4. Do not hold back high ability leamers from passing lhe test
just because the district has eilher lack of resources or wants lo create anew unknown balance of seris. 5. Visibility of
child's test to Parents is important,so that the parents are aware in a timely fashion wheare and in which topic a child
needs help,

We have an exlraordinary populalion here and many resaurces 1o draw from. We must set the gost of helping every
child do their best. To learn that failure is also an opperunily and to iry o make them begin 1o ses they are part of a
larger world In need of their gifts and deserving of thelr kindnass.

1. Ceneenlrate on beter transition from middle to high scheol, 2. Bridge the gap between the district's high
expectations and what is actually taught in classes. 3.8rid

Extricating the disirict from PARCC and Gommen Core requiremenis,

High Schook Education is ripe for disruption given current administrative focus, prictities and expense. You're making
yourself completely irrefevant as a leasning instilution. Most of our students in S are forced 1o study onling or with
private tutars given your emphasis on college readiness rather than "teaching” in HS to provide students with: a strong
academic foundation - sfudents get it from outside, not from school. Your focus on protecting tenured teashers who
don't teagh and adding administrative layers that Increase laxes will jus! increass the backlash towards adminisiration.
Strategic Goals: 1. Back to Basics: TEACHING in SCHOOLS 2. Performance Evaluation of Teachers who fail to teach
and don't care about {eaching 3. Cut the fal in administration - taxpayers are sick of ever incraasing laxes
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

*Have less tests per se to assess grades; more tearning' projects’ - those that develop skills that can/will be appliad in
real life" sivations and college {eg collaboration; how to resaarch things (of Interest) - make it interesting and help child
lo stceeedt "Less standardized testing - kids stress out about these and some folks just do not do well on these kinds
of tests {no matfer how bright they are) *Oifer more courses for HS student who are nol necessarily great in the

lyplcal academlcs (fe Math, Sclence, Language Arts, etc) but perhaps are great In computer gaming, compufer design,
eto eto - and prepare themn for roles that can tap inlo & real passion and abilify. My child LOVED computer design and
would have loved to continue, but it was only offered for 1 yr. *Offer more 'clubs/activities' ete thal siudents can sign up
for. They are often "closed/ful’ way too quickly.

Asg above

?nu doé good job of i&entifylng slrugé!iﬁg kids, but you need to encourage teachers to focus on helping them.
Ethics .

helping ALL studenis succeed

Retaining experienced tsachars Gelling rid of PARC Focusing on teaching content and less on experimental leasning-
ieach the course Instead of having the students teach them self

What's besl for the chitd. This is the way it should be but sometimes parenis lobby far what best for them instead of
their kids. This is encouraged by some divisive members of the Board of Ed who seek o faster and perpetuate an
elitist mentality in our schools, | hope superinlendent Aderhold conlinues to even the playing field,

1. Identifying kids whe are overly slressed and caa't manage it 2. Recognize thal cullure plays a part in causing stress
and high expectations on kids at alf age levels (academics, extracurricutar aclivities, elc) 3. Balance between home
fife and school 4, Drug and zlcchol {abjuse

Teachers should need o be very vigian! about sitdenls progress .. and need {o flag if they are not able to follow the
classes

Reduce stress level by changing lsarning aimosphere amoengs! students, include parents and teachers in this afforl.
Focus on critical thinking and writing skills over test preparation. Give equal focus and value to non-STEM subjects.
Change school schedule (o time when leens are awake, let the sports teams prastice in the morning.

Building on each students sirenghts and eliminaling slandardized lesting

Add foy to kids' lives, educate parents {hal school shauld not be = joyless grind. Enrich career services to help kids
understand/find cplions for college majors.

1. Ensuring that real estate development doesn't create 3 ballconing of class size. Class sizes are already oo large. 2.
If we have population growth within WW-F, 1'd lilke to see the administration create a STEM high school to bring a
more balanced academic emphasis to ihe two existing high schools. 3. Given what I've learned going through [he
college admissions process with my children, WW-P's emphasis on 215t cenfury learning skills Is absolutely on track.
College studenis are expected to be collaborativa, self-driven students who are capably of tackling open-ended
projects. | think this should remaln a strong emphasis for district schools.

Challenging studenis in a positive supportive environment instead of [ a ¢ausllc, combalive one. Teachers have to
stap lreating parents as the enemy and slop knogking down stugents in an effort to asse:t their own perceived
intelleclual superiorily. Teachars seem fo have a great disdain for the rasidents of our communities and feel the need
{o show that they are the inlelligent ones and the sludents and parenls are not, Also, consistency, consistency,
cansisiency between teachers and lheir grading poficies. Everyone knows that a siudent's grade is totally dependant
an which leacher they get. There also needs to be consistency between levels of {he same courge, as in honors
should be harder than college prep and not dependent on who Is teaching the ctass. There is litle consistency
between the difficully of courses other than the leve! of difficuity delermined solely by whao is teaching the course,

Build classrooms and improve faclliles It's a basic necessily

Changing the culture and embracing the soul of the child and the mind. Olfer yoga , meditation, fun. Change the
menus and make compassion part of the performance reviews lo encourage that lhe elite teachers actually care abeut
kids having trouble. Look irte what Finland did to trim thelr system around and embrace i. Grow a heart and embrace
the body and soul of the child and not just the mind. | mean you have a bully lsar-why is thal??777 Gel {o the rool and
ask the kids what they want. They are smart enough. Survey them!t!

Gurricutum consistency, pesitive attitude from teachersiffacully regarding parent & studeni concesns - not just
patronizing.

Foslering social and emolional development Creating a culture where all learning siyles and interests are valued
Creating curdculum which supports more inquiry based learning

[ think a4 ihe kids need lo be involved in some communily work, it should be required, something like 20-40 hours per
year
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West Windsor - Plainsboro Regional School District: High School Parent Surevy

The guidance counselors need lo take 2 more active role in preparing the sledents for college, The culput is not {he
same among the guidance counselers as | found out whes talling to ather parents. Make every child feel welcome no
ratter their culiural background. Remove the teachers that are not teaching {o the expectations of the schoo! district.

More 1/2 year eleclive course offerings Fix ailing facilifies- internal facelift at South Reinvigorating the sports
programs/ fixing uri field More Lraining for coaches who are not on district staff about how to speak lo refale to and
encourage sludent athletes

excellence
Balance, do not reward kids for doing school work in the summer, mental heaith {how to cope with stress)

. bring back high schoo! ranking at state and nationat level. 2. student should be given exira halp for AP and honar
classes and SAT lest. 3. student shiould be encouraged lo take part in extra curticulum aclivilies

Addressing the level of steess Better melding of the schools and commuaity The counseling program - identifying those
kids at risk or who skills to adapt and succeed are [acking

Holding teachers accountable by inslituting leacher effectiveness through anonymous student and parent feedback.
Reduce studenl stress by limiling tests and reducing homework, Teachers need (o collaborate so tons of homework is
not assigned. All leachers for 8 cammen subject should be at the sane level, it is not fair that some siudents get harder
teachars or feachers that don't know their subject that results in student learning being compromised.

Balance between academics and activilies

Reduce exclusive focus on academic achievement Provide options and advice for all students that is personatized and
realistic Where is any focus on community service? Currently absent in my opinion

Thinking, learning, exploration

well-balanced kids less focus on all the fest taking for rankings more opportunitles for Junior/Sr kids to focus on and
experiment with thelr potentlal college majors

| would set goals THAT (not which) focus on: Recognizing the Impact of differing cultural expectations on our schools
and students {our district used o be diverse and this was a source of pride — It Is ro longer diverse); Conlinuing the
excefience of challanging tourse offerings while expanding the classroom teacher's fiexlbility 1o substitute more
creative assessments for mullipte-choice and similar testing; Limiting class size, even if budgetary impact and/or at the
expense of cerfaln other priorities

Reducing siress for kids
Individual needs

School focuses mainly on academicatly top 2% and boltom 85 % of the students, Bul students who are between top

9% to 15% are not getting best education and enough resources to achieve excellence and reach to top 3% level,
even though they have ability {o do so. many parents end up spending 1000's of dollars on oulside futoring to give
those children they deserve, pulling additional pressure on siudents and financial stress on families {even after paying
very high taxes in WWF)

Emotional well- being, academic performance with support for lowat/ average or struggling students, progress reports,
increase schaol spiril gel superintendent at gsme, board members and incentives for all stduenls to attend even get
extra credit form teachers!, please plaase pleass work on your customer service skillst!! Parenls offer meaningiul input
which is dismissed by administrative team like 504committe, child study team and elementary school guidance
counselors. Some leachers just do not have customer service skills. Create a community that fosters parantal input
and ¢reales 2 dizfogue between parents and leachers this is your missing linkUi | have altended meelings in which
guidance counseiors in elementary level have rolled their eyes at my input and suggestions. Sometimes 'm
embarrassed [o be & part of the distric and fesl the need to pull my child oul because of the fack of respaclt Number 2
In the state academically mrans nothing If you don't respect parents.

Support for average learners-siretching them Leadership/enirepreneurial coursework Slrang communication skills
Being students ready for the real world

Sacial davelopmeni and interaclions Holislic reduced slress environment inclusive and suslainable work load
providing Kids ample ocpporunily to parlicipale
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